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IN THE CLAIMS 

(The previously presented claims were amended in a response, mailed April 01. 
2003, to a non-final Office Action mailed January 16, 2003). 

1 . (Original) A method for managing adjunct access for a circuit in a network 
management system, the method comprising the step of: 

providing a respective manageable link representing each non-managed 
portion of the circuit, responsive to a determination that a non-managed portion 
of the circuit exists. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein each respective manageable 
link is coupled to at least one of a Digital Cross Connect (DCS), a Light, wave 
Guided Cross Connects (LGX), and a Distribution Drop Point (DDP). 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein each respective manageable 
link comprises at least one of a fiber optic cable, a twisted copper pair, and a 
coaxial cable. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein said links comprise at least one 
of a digital carrier and an optical carrier. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method! for designing a continuous circuit, 
comprising the steps of: 

determining whether a non-managed portion of a circuit exists; and 
providing a link between each non-managed portion of the circuit and 

proximate managed portions of the circuit, said link being characterized as a 

managed carrier link by a network management system. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5,. wherein said links are coupled to at least 
one of: 
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a Digital Cross Connect (DCS), a Lightwave Guided Cross Connects 
(LGX), and a Distribution Drop Point (DDP). 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein said links comprise at least one 
of. 

a fiber optic cable, a twisted copper pair, and a coaxial cable. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein said links comprise at least one 
of: 

a digital carrier and an optical carrier. 

9. (Previously Presented) A method 1 comprising the steps of: 
receiving a request to provision a circuit; 

selecting a path for said circuit within a network comprising a plurality of 

network elements; ; 

assigning links bridging non-managed portions of said circuit path; and 
characterizing said assigned links as managed carrier links. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim ^further comprising the step of: 
determining if cross-connect network elements exist for bridging non- 
managed portions of said circuit path to jmanaged portions of said circuit path; 
and 

assigning available cross-connect network elements to appropriate links 
bridging non-managed portions of said circuit. 

ii 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 9,| wherein said non-managed portions of 
said network comprise at least one of adjunct access facilities or leased facilities. 

I 

ji 

1 2. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for designing a continuous circuit, 
comprising: 
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a processor and an associated stcjrage device including instructions for 
controlling said processor, said instructions, when executed, causing said 
processor to perform the steps of: j 

determining whether a non-managed portion of a circuit exists; and 
providing a link between non-managed portions of the circuit and 
respective proximate managed portions of the circuit, said link being 
characterized as a managed carrier link by a network management system. 



13. (Original) The apparatus of claim ;12 f wherein links are coupled to at least 
one of: 



a Digital Cross Connect (DCS), a 



(LGX), and a Distribution Drop Point (DDP). 



Light wave Guided Cross Connects 



14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein said links comprise at least 

one of: j 

a fiber optic cable, a twisted coppler pair, and a coaxial cable. 



13, wherein said links comprise at least 



1 5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 
one of: 

a digital carrier, and an optical calrrier 



324994-1 



PAGE 6/19* RCVD AT 12/1612004 10:25:13 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0«EFXIW DNIS:W29306* CSID732 530 9808 * DURATION (mm-ss):0$-14 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by. the applicant. 

4 ; 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE^) OR EXHTBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: . : 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



